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Ft ag/tiousness. n.f. [from fhsgitious.J Wicked nefs; vil- 
lany* 

Fla'gon* n. f [jfliuced, Welfh ; frbxe* Saxon ; flafkt\ Dantfh ; 
fiacMi French; fiajt^y Italian ; fiaflo y Spaniih,] A veflel of 
drink wiih a narrow mouth, 

A maid rogue! he pour’d a flagon of Rhenlfh on my head 
onto, Skakefpeare s Hamldk 

More had fent him by a fuitor in Chancery two filver 


flagons 


Bacon s Apophth* 


Did they coin pifpots, bo wls, an d flagons 
Int* officers of horfe and dragoons ? Hudibras , p. i. cant, 2* 

His trufty flagon^ full of potent juice, 

"Was hanging by, worn thin with age and rife. Rofcmmon. 

One flagm walks the round, that none flxiuld think 
They either change, or flint him of his drink, Dryd, fnv. 
Flavor a tfCY, n*f [ flagrantia^ Latin.] Burning; heat; 
fire. 

Luft caufcth a flagrancy in the eyes, as the fight and the 
touch are the things defired, and therefore the fpirits refort to 
thofe parts. Bacons Natural Hiflory* 

Flagrant* ad}* [flagrant} Latin,] 
j, Ardent; burning; eager. 

A thing which ftlleth the mind with comfort and heavenly 
delight, ftirreth up flagrant deiires anti afFedfions, correfpon- 
dent unto that which the Words contain. Hooker ? b* v* f 3g, 

2. Glowing; fiufhed. 

See Sapho, at her toilet’s greafy tafk. 

And iiluing^i^iwjf to an evening mafk : 

So morning infetfts, that in muck begun, 

Shine, buz, and fly-blow in the fettlng fun. Pope*s Epiflks* 

3. Red; imprinted red. 

Their common loves, a lewd abandon’d pack. 

The beadle’s lafli fiill flagrant on their back. Prior* 

4. Notorious; flaming. 

When fraud is great, it furmfhes weapons to defend itfelf; 
and at worft, if the crimes be fo flagrant that a man is laid 
afide out of perfect fliame, he retires loaded with the fpoils of 
the nation. Swift. 

With equal poize let fleddy jufticc fway. 

And flagrant crimes with certain vengeance pay; 

But, ’till the proofs are clear, the ftroke delay* Smith. 
Flagra'tion. n.f. [fiagro, Latin.] Burning. Did* 

Fla'gstaff. n.f. [fl a K and faff*] The ft aft on which the 
■ ftag is fixed* 

The duke, kfs numerous, but in courage more, 

On wings of all the winds to combat flies : 

His murdering guns a loud defiance roar. 

And bloody croffes on his flagflaffs rife. Dryd* Ann, Mirab * 
Flail. n.f [flagellum^ Latin; flegel, German.] The inflru- 
ment with which grain is beaten out of the ear. 

Our folcliers, like the night owl’s lazy flight, 

Or like a lazy threfher with a flail , 

Fell gently down as if they ft ruck their friends. Sh , H u VI. 

When in one night, ere glimpfe of morn, 

His fhadowy flatl hath chreftfd the corn, 

That ten day-labourers could not end* 

Then lies him down the lubbar-fend. 

1 u this pile fhould reign a mighty prince* 

Born for a fcourge of wit, and flail of fenfe, 

'1 he dextrous handling of the flat/} or the plough, and 
being good workmen with thefe tools, did not hinder Gideon’s 
and Clncinnatus’s fkill in arms, nor make them Jefs able in 
the arts of war and government. Locke. 

The threfher. Duck, could o’er the queen prevail ; 

The proverb fays, no fence agaiuft a flail. Swift. 

FLAKE. n.f [fieccus} Latin.] 

1. Any thing that appears loofely held together, like a flock of 
wool. 

O crimfon circles, like red flakes in the element, when the 
weather is hotteft* Sidney , b . ii. 

And from his wide devouring oven fent 
A flake of fire, that flufhing in his beard. 

Him all amaz’d, and almoft made affear’d, Fairy ^ ueen. 

The earth is fometimes covered with fnow two or three 
feet deep, made up only of little flakes or pieces of ice. Burn, 
Small drops of a milling rain, defeending through a freezing 
air, do each of them (hoot into one of thofe figured icicles; 
which, being ruffled by the wind, in their fall are broken, and 
cluttered together into final! parcels, which we call flakes of 
fnow. Grew’s Cof mo log. Sacr. b. 1. c, 3, 

Upon throwing in a Rone the water boils fora confiderable 
time, and at the fame time arc feen little flakes of feurf rifing 
up* Add fon on Italy . 

£. Aftratiim ; layer; lamina. 

The flakes of his tough flefli fo firmly bound, 

As not to fee divorced by a wound. Sandy*. 

A labourer in his left band holding the head of the center- 
pin, and with, his right drawing about the beam and teeth, 
winch cut and tore away great flakes of the metal, "till it re¬ 
ceived the perfect form the teeth would make. Moxom 

To Flake, v. a. [from the noun ] To form in flakes or bo- 
dies loofely conceded, t 


Milton * 

Dry den. 4 


From the bleak pole no winds inclement blow; 

Mold the round hail, or flake the fleecy ihow. Pope's Of/r 
Fla / ky. adj, [from flake .] 

1. Loofely hanging together. 

The filem liotir Reals on. 

And flaky darknefs breaks within the Eaft. Shake/* Ri,h 1(1 
The trumpet roars, longflaky flames expire, 

Wirh fparks that feem to Jet the world on fire. p 0 p e 
Hence, when the (hows in Winter ceafe to weep. 

And undiflblv’d their flaky texture keep. 

The banks with cafe their humble dreams contain. 

Which (Well in Summer, and thofe banks difdain. Bladm 

2, Lying in layers or flrata ; broken into laming. 

FLAM, n.f [A cant word of no certain etymology.] A felfe. 
hood; a lye; an illufory pretext, 

A flam more fenfelefs than the roghy 
Of old arufprey and aug’ry. Hudibras , p. ii. cant j 

’Till thefe men can prove the things, ordered by our church 
to be either intrinfically unlawful or indecent, all pretences or 
pleas of confcience to the contrary are nothing but cant an,l 

*««./»» “<1 «•>"■ l ii,-, ex 

What are molt of the Idilories of the world but lv es ? 
Lyes immortalized and configned over as a perpetual aW e 
and fam upon pofterity. South's Sermon, 

Flam. n.f. [from the French famine, a flame.] A tranfient 
blaze; a fudden explofion of flame from fat or dripping - and 
fo in Scotland transferred to any thing glozing and flaftily i)l u . 

To Flam. v. a. [from the noun.] To deceive with a h-. 
Merely cant* ^ 1 

For fo our Ignorance was flanim*d y 
To damn ourfelves t’avoid being damn’d. Hudibras , p jjj 
God is not to b t flammed off with lyes, who knows ex- 
aaiy what thou can’ft do, and what not. South’s Sermon 
FLAMBEAU, n.f. [French.] A lighted torch. 

The king feiz’d s, flambeau with zeal to defiroy. Drvden 
As the attendants carried each of them a flambeau in their 
hands, the fultan, after having ordered all the lights to be put 
out, gave the word to enter thehoufe, find our The criminal 

and put him to death. r\ ,r 5 

IrfT f * r daijon s G uatdtan, 

tbftML 71* j. [ flamma} Latin; flammt, French ] 

1 * Light emitted from fire. 

Js not fiame a vapour, fume, or exhalation heated red hot 
that is, fo hot as to fhine ? For bodies do not flame without 
emitting a copious fume, and this fume burns in th eflame. 

1V i , n , .. , . , Newton's Opt. 

VVliat flame, what lightning e er 

So quick an aftive force did bear! Cmuln 

2, Fire. 

Jove, Prometheus’ theft allow j 
T he flames he once Hole from thee, grant him now. Ctwfa. 

3. Ardour of temper or imagination; brightnefs of fancy; vi¬ 
gour of thought. * 

Of all our elder plays, 

This and Philafter have the Joudcft fame; 

Great are their faults, and glorious is their flame : 

In both our Lnglifh genius is expieft, 

Lofty and bold, but negligently dreft. IFaSir 

Ardour of inclination. 

Sniit with the love of kindred arts we came, 

5 Paflkm min ^ n £fl ame witl1 fi am I Pope* 

My heart’s on/flnjf, and does like fire 
To her afpire, « , 

Come arm’d inflames-, fori would prove 
AH the extremities of love. Cw\y 

No warning of th’ approaching flame ; 

Swiftly like fudden death it came: 

I lov’d the moment I beheld. * Granville. 

i o r lame, v* n. [from the noun ] 

1, To ftiine as fire; to burn with emiflion of light. 

Can you think to blow out the intended fire your city is 
ready tc> flame m, with fuch weak breath as this ? Shake/?. 
He fell flaming through th’ ethereal Iky 
T0 bottomlcfs perdition, Milton 

Hell all around 

As on e great furnac zflam’d. Milton. 

2 . I o ininc like flame. 

Behold it like an ample curtain fpread. 

Now ftreak’d and glowing with the morning red; 

Anon at noon in flaming yellow bright, 

And chuling Table for the peaceful night. Prior, 

3- To brciik out in violence of paflion, 

Flamsco'loured. adj. [flame and colour.] Of a bright yel- 
low colour* D y 

1 IS ftrong, and it does indifferent well in fiamecolwed 

ft °f mg n m u , Shakefpeare's Twelfth Night. 

Augufl fhall bear the form of a young man of a fierce and 

r; C!1 <?T-r v,- a ’J? a flmtceleured garment. Puuham. 

FLA AjE^ .n.f. [Latin.] A prieff; one that officiates in 
foiemn offices. 

I hen fir ft the flamtn tailed livinp food • 

Next his grim idol fmear’d with human blood. Ppft. 

FLAMMA'TIOSf. 
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F1. amMa'txo s* n* / [ fldmmatioy Latin.] The act of fetting 


on fl.ime. 


U hire or cryflalline arfcnict, beihg artificial, and fublimed 
witl) fill t y will not endure pammatUn. Brown’s Vulgar Et r. 

Flammae/ljty. n f [flamma t Latin.] The quality of ad¬ 
mitting to be fet on fire. 

In the fulphur of bodies torrified, that is, the oily, fat and 
unftuous parts, confift the principles of flammability. Brawn. 
Fla'mIweous. adj. [flammeieSy Latin.] Confifting of flame; 
rtfcmblihg flame. 

This flammems light is not over all the body. Bp own. 
F LAMM/FERGUS, adj* [flamm/cT} Lat.] Bringijig flame. Did. 
Flammi'vqmous. adj. [ flamma and Latin.j Vomiting 
out flame. Did* 

Fla'my. adj. [from flame. ] 

1, Inflamed; burning; flaming. 

My thoughts imprifonM in my feefet woes, 

With flamy breaths do Iffue oft in found. Sidney} b, ii, 

2. Having the nature of flame. 

The vital fpirits of living creatures are a fubftance com¬ 
pounded of an airy and flamy matter; and though air and 
flame, being free, will not well mingle, yet bound in by a 
body they will. Ba^oris Natural Hfhry. 

FLANK* n.f. [ flanC} French, according to Menage^ from 
; more probably from latuS} Latin,] 

1. That part of the fide of a quadruped near the hinder thigh. 
The belly fhall be eminent by fhadowing th cflank. Peach* 
2* [In men.] 1 he lateral part of the lower belly. 

He GUI* and, pois’d in air, the jav’iin fent: 

Through Paris ftiield the forceful weapon went. 

His coillet pierces, and his garment rends. 

And glancing downward near his flank defeends* Pope* 

3, The fide of any army or fleet* 

Great ordnance and final! fhot thundered and fhowered 

upon our men from the rampier in front, and from the gallics 
that lay at fea in flank. Bacon's War with Spain , 

The other half of the battle, and the whole flank of the 
rear, was clofed by the carriages, Hayward* 

Gray was appointed to ftand on the left fide, in fuch fort 
as he might take the flank of the enemy. Hayward* 

To right and left the front 

Divided, and to either flank retir’d* Milton's Paradife Loft. 

4. [In fortification.] 1 hat part of the baftion which reaches 

from the curtain to the face, and defends the oppofite face, 
the flank and the curtain* Harris* 

To Flank, v.a. 

1, To attack the fide of a battalion or fleet 

2, To be pofted fo as to overlook or command any pafs on the 
fide; to be on the fide* 

With fates averfe, againft their king’s command, 

Arm’d on the right, and on the left they ftand, 

And flank the paflage, Drydtrh Mn* 

By the rich feent we found our perfumed prey. 

Which, flank'd with rocks, did clofc in covert lay; Drydm. 
Flanker, n.f [from flank*] A fortification jutting out lo 
as to command the fide of a body marching to the afiault. 

The Turks, clifeouraged with the lofs of their fellows, and 
fore beaten by the Spaniards out of their flankm, were enforced 
to retire* Entitles* s Hill dry of the Turks. 

1 o FL A nkeR* 7/. a* [fljnqu c r y French.] To defend by late¬ 
ral fortifications* 

i^ !aue} h Welch, from gw!an % wool, Davies.1 
A foi l nappy ft oft of wool* 

P T A p Canll ; t ™ fwer g Welch/W. Sbahefpeare. 

FLAi. n. f. [Icqipe, Saxon.] 

^’ Pg tiling tli.it hangs broad and Ioofc, faftened only by one 

riiere Is a peculiar provifion for the windpipe, that is, a 
cartiHginous/^ upon the opening of the larinx, which hath 
an open cavity for the admiffion of the air. Brown's Pub. Err. 

>.ome furgeons make a crucial incifion, upon the fuppoli- 
tion that the wound will more eafily heal by turning down the 

J.g . c . Sharp's Surgery, 

2 ’ r i lc .. ,1 r 10 r 0 ! 1 an y ^ing broad and loofe. 

3 - [A dueafe in horfes.] 

When a horfe is f,id to have the flaps, you may perceive his 

S ed on ^ th lldes of his mouth; and that which 
J m the Mifters is like the white of an egg; y ou muft, to 

fair an f? ^ ‘ ^ with a knIfe > ^ ™b it once with 

To f’ p ^ Wl! \r e - , Arnr'i Diti. 

IoLlap. v* a. [from die noun.] 

1. I o beat with a , as flics arc beaten* 
ditch wS l Th T k ea 8 lc ’ took Ctnfluary in a 

\ et let mey%> this bug with gilded wings, 

2 To / Pam - e ? ch J ld of dirf ’ that itinks and ftings. Pc?e 
broad. ° VC W ‘ th 51 RaP ° r n ° lfc made b y the fttoke S of any thing 

^iolcIofTurnus, and fluttering about 
d) d,flieartencd h!m m the dud. Dry den's An. Dedicat. 


Fiii lips'. 


TiddL 


FLA 

With fruitlefs toil 
Flap filmy pinions oft, to extricate 
Their feet in liquid {hackles bound. 

Three times, all hi tile dead of night, 

A bell was heard to ring J 

And {bricking at her window thrice 
The raven flapp'd his wing. 

To Flap* v.n* 
j. To ply the wings with noife. 

’Tis common for a duck to run flapping and fluttering a waj\ 
as if maimed, to carry people from Her young. NEjlrange. 
2, To fall with flaps, or broad parts depending. 

When fuffocatlilg mills obfeure the morn, 

Let thy worft wig, long us’d to florins, be worn ; 

This knows the powder'd footman, and with care 
Beneath his flapping hat fee arcs his hair. Gays Trivia* 
Fla'fdragqn* //. j* 

X. A play in which (hey catch raifins out of burning brandy, 
and, extinguillfing them by doling the mouth, ear them* 

2 . The tiling eaten at flapdragon. 

He plays at quoits well, and eats conger and fennel, and 
drinks candles ends for flapdragtws y and rides the wild mare 
with the boys* Shake/peards Henry IV* p* ii* 

To Fla'pdraoon* v* a. [from the noun*] To {wallow, to 
devour. 

But to make an end of the {hip, to fee how the fea flap** 
dragoned it* Shaiefpearis Winter's Tali* 

Flappeared, adj. [flap and ear .] Having loofe and broad 
ears. 

A whorfefon, beetleheaded, flapeared knave. Shakfpcare* 
To Flare, v.n* [from fledcren y to flutter, Dutch, Skinner ; 

perhaps accidentally changed from j 
I, To flutter with a fplendid (how* 

She {ball be loofe enrob’d. 

With ribbands pendant flaring Tout her head* Shctkfpean. 
2* To glitter with tranfient tuftre. 

Dodlrine and life, colours and light, in one 
When they combine and mingle, bring 
A ftrong regard and awe; but fpeech alone 
Doth vanifh like a fating thing, 

And in the ear, not confcience, ring, Herbert; 

3* To glitter offenfively* 

When the fun begins to fling 
His flaring beams, me, goddefs, bring 
To arched walks of twilight groves; Milton t 

4. To be in too much light* 

I cannot ftay 

Flaring in fun fhine all the day, * Prior* 

FLASH* n* f [^a oj, MinJInw,] 

1* A fudden, quick, tranfitory blaze* 

When the crofs blue lightning feem’d to open 
The breaft of heav’n, I did prdlrtt myfelf 
Ev’n in the aim and veryyf^* of it. Shakfp* Juh Cafar* 
VVe fee 2*flajh of a piece is feen fooner than the noife Is 
heard. Bacon's Natural Hijtoryy N°, 21c* 

^ One With a flafl) begins, arid ends in fmoak; 

1 he other out of fmoak brings glorious light. Rofcomrmn * 
And as iEgeon, when with heaven he ftrove, 

Defy’d the forky lightning from afar. 

At fifty mouths his flaming breath expires, 

An d flafk for flajb returns, and fires for fires. Dryd . J£n* 

2. Sudden burft of wit or merriment, 

W here be your gibes now ? your gambols ? your fon^s ? 
your flajbes of merriment, that were w^ont to fet the table in 

41 ^ ' \ r Shakefpeare's Hamlet. 

W teked men prefer the light fiaftus of a wanton mirth, 
wmch for a while fufpend reflcaion, and hide the {inner from 
himfeff, to fuch chfcourfes as awaken confcience* J hem 

3. A fiiort tranfient ftate. c 

^The Peril am and Macedonians had it for a faffs , Bacon. 

4* A body of water driven by violence* 

To Flas h* v. n. 

1 . I o glitter with a quick and tranfient flame. 

- - '!V S powdered, and put into a crucible, was, by the 
inje£hoi) of well kindled charcoal, made to flaps divers times 
almoft like melted nitre. Bo l 

2. 1 o burft out into any kind of violence, ^ 

By day and flight he wrongs me; evVy hour 
nz fla/bes into one grofs crime or other, 

That fets us al lat odds. Sbahfpeare's King Lear. 

3. J o break out jnto wit, merriment, or bright thoueht 

Ihoueht f0jh ° Ut f ° metimCS Inl ® aa »^g»Iar greatnefs of 
rr. ^ c Felton on the Claftleh 

furface. H ‘ * 7 ‘ T ° ftr ‘ ke Up Iarge bodies of waler *e 

W ith his raging arms he rudely f.aflj'd 
The waves about, and ail his armour fwept, 

at all the blood and filth away was wa&’d. Fairy Due in 
If the lea-water be fiajked with a ftick or oar, the Tame 
caheih a fh,„,ng colour, and the drops refcmble fparkles of 

Car aw's Survey of Girsmat. 

Fla'shfr, 

























































































































